Miseries of the Retreat                [181*
Nevertheless, for five more days he still hung on, hoping
in spite of all odds to fight a successful action on the ground
he knew so well.
Soult, however, had no intention of indulging him, but
instead manoeuvred to cut his communication with Ciudad
Rodrigo. This clinched the matter, and the English General
was reluctantly compelled to retreat towards Portugal.
Reluctant, too, was his army, who had already retreated
two hundred miles and who preferred the most hazardous
fight to the miseries of a retreat.
But unpleasant as had been the first part of the retreat,
it was as nothing to the second, which commenced on Novem-
ber 15th in the heavy autumn rains, and by the night of the
iTtli the camping-grotnids resembled lakes.
To add to these miseries, hunger accompanied the army
on its gloomy march.
We were [says Sherer] miserably provided, having neither bread
biscuit nor flour. Lean bullocks, which travelled with us, were
slaughtered daily, as we halted, and putting your miserable ration on
a stick, or the point of your sword, you broiled it on wood ashes, and
ate it greedily, half smoked, and half raw . . .1
Sleep, too, that solace of human woe, was often denied the
retreating army, and on one occasion when the troops were
comfortably tucked up in their beds of liquid mud, their
slumbers were disturbed by a continued firing of musketry
which [says Kincaid] led us to believe that our piquets were attacked,
and in momentary expectation of an order to stand to our arms, we
kept ourselves awake the whole night, and were not a little provoked
when we found, next morning, that it had been occasioned by numerous
stragglers from the different regiments, shooting at the pigs belonging
to the peasantry, which were grazing in the wood.2
Sharing in all the hardships and discomforts and bearing
1 Sherer, Recollections, />. 219.       2 Kmcaid, Adventures, p. $&.
Hanover.    The Hanoverian troops fighting under Wellington in the
Peninsula were a magnificent body of men and most efficient srf^ers*
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